THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
profession had turned out as great a disappointment as
his marriage:
"Sir Edward Coke says, somewhere or another,"
he noted in his journal, "that he is certain that God
enlarges and enlightens the understanding of men
when they are sitting hi Courts of Justice. Such is the
difference between a man who by his habits and
feelings is formed for public affairs, and one who is
unfitted for them. The former finds himself encour-
aged, invigorated, and strengthened by the conscious-
ness that he is acting upon the spur of the occasion
before the eyes of men, subject to their censure in his
failure, but sure to reap their approbation by his
success. All these circumstances oppress and over-
whelm the latter, and deprive him of the use of those
powers which perhaps he possesses in an eminent
degree. By this (Sir E. Coke's saying) we must of
course, understand that he found in that situation his
own mental perceptions more quick and clear, and his
judgment more settled and distinct, than upon other
occasions. For myself, I must own the House of Com-
mons has upon me quite a different effect. I can walk
in the shrubbery here at Brocket Hall and reason and
enlarge upon almost any topic; but in the House of
Commons, whether it be from apprehension, or heat,
or long waiting, or the tediousness of much of what I
hear, a torpor of all my faculties almost always comes
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